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SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING; 2 SAM 5:1-3, COL 1:12-20, LUKE 23:35-43. 
 
From the beginning to the end of every liturgical year, we celebrate some 
specific aspects of the life of Christ. At Advent we celebrate the preparation 
for the birth of Christ. At Christmas, we celebrate the incarnation of Christ 
among us. During Lent we prepare and recall Christ saving action on the Cross 
of Calvary. At Easter we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
During the Ordinary Time of the Year [though not ordinary in the real sense of 
the word], we dwelt more on the teachings of Christ. Haven come to the end 
of this liturgical year, today we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King, this 
celebration is the conclusion of all that the church celebrates throughout the 
year. This Solemnity challenges the current leaders all over the world who are 
often characterized by exploitation, manipulation, and widespread abuse of 
power. As Christians we cannot afford to be onlookers in the unfolding of 
events in our society. By divine instruction and mandate we are to teach the 
world the way of life and truth, Matt 28:20. It is our urgent and immense 
responsibility to project and transform our world from less human to a more 
human society. We must do everything possible with the divine inspiration to 
influence the pattern of leadership of our societies. It is our responsibility to 
pray for the kingdom of God to be established and to work harder towards its 
emergence.  
 

The first reading presents us with the crowning of David as king of Judah by his 
own people at Hebron. Now we heard how the northern tribe also 
acknowledged him as their king. David thus became king of a united country 
of Israel. David the young shepherd crowned as king fought many battles and 
defeated all the enemies of Israel. His kingdom was great and powerful and 
knew peace, having subdued the surrounding nations. The kingship of David 
prefigured the universal kingship of Christ.    
 

The Christian community of Colossae in the second reading had deviated from 
the way of Jesus through following non-Christians who put their trust in 
material things and other spiritual powers. Paul reminded them of the richness 
of the gift of faith and the supremacy of the gift of Christ himself. The first part 
speaks of Jesus’ role in creation; the second of his role in redemption. On this 
Solemnity we acclaim Christ as head of the Church and ruler of the universe. 
This reading is a summary of the doctrine of our redemption. We are children 
of the king of the universe and the greatest work he did for us was to save us 
from eternal damnation. He rescued us from the ruling forces of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of the son that he loves,” Col. 1:13. Unlike David, 
Jesus had no army and never fought a physical war. In Eph. 6:12 Paul tells us; 
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“For it is not against human beings that we have to struggle, but against the 
principalities and the ruling forces who are masters of darkness in this world…”  
 

In the Gospel reading one of the criminals nailed on the cross along with Jesus, 
acknowledge Jesus as the King, while the religious leaders who were supposed 
to acknowledge the Messiahship of Jesus were insulting and killing him, but 
we have here a criminal giving Jesus his due honor. What a contradiction!  
Jesus exercised his kingship from a cross, in laying down his life for us, his 
friends, John 15:13. We saw also the inscription over the cross, and all those 
who witnessed the crucifixion unwittingly proclaim the identity of Jesus. The 
irony is that the titles which were pronounced in mockery, were indeed true 
because he was dying for the same humanity, Jesus had been looked upon as 
“King of the Jews”, yet there he was hanged on the cross. How could a king 
suffer and die without showing any signs of power in the worldly 
understanding of kingship? This paradox was what almost everyone around 
saw and mocked. Nevertheless, the thief on Jesus’ right hand saw it differently 
when he confessed Jesus’ innocence and asked for a favor. While he 
acknowledged that Jesus was King, he recognized in the same breath that his 
kingdom was not simply identifiable with kingship and authority as 
conventionally understood by the people who mocked Jesus.  
 
Humanity is one complex composition that our level of barbarity is so 
disheartening and disgusting. The so-called nobles that were expected to be 
men of sense stood and derided him. They did not care, rather they only 
pleased themselves with the sight of him in agony and they used his good work 
against him when they said, “He saved others, let him save himself if he is the 
Christ of God, his Chosen One,” Luke 23:35. This disgusting attitude is still in 
vogue in our time. When the going is good people will come seeking a share in 
your strength, but when you are down the same people will stare and laugh. 
When they saw Jesus Christ hanging on the cross, the evil doers concluded that 
they have triumphed over him, whereas it was a means of saving the world. 
Earthly Kingdoms come and go, but Christ is so powerful: His Kingdom remains 
forever. Check out the history of the world and tell me if there is any kingdom 
that considered itself a world-power which did not eventually fall?  
 
Jesus is compassionate and loving savior who understands better the painful 
experiences of the people, Mk1:40-45. He is the only leader who does not want 
to be served but to be a servant of all, Mark 20:24-27. He is the King whose 
leadership means service. He taught his disciples leadership by service. His 
style of leadership is one of compassion and love, a leader who cares for the 
poor. He is a leader who frees the oppressed, he never oppresses, intimidates, 
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and terrorizes the weak and the lowly. Christ's way of leadership is one that is 
assumed through suffering. The throne of Christ is not built on crushed bones 
of the poor, rather on the wooden cross of Calvary. The palace of Christ is not 
built nor painted with the blood of the poor, but with his own blood, the blood 
which he offered in sacrifice for the salvation of us all. His body was broken, 
and his blood was shed for the salvation of his people.   
 
As Christians we all share in the Kingship of Christ. This Kingship can only be 
exercised when we place ourselves at the service of others. We must place 
ourselves at the service of others. We need the strength that comes from the 
Lord daily to do God’s work, we must wait upon the Lord for he loves us all. 


